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To replace pipework into the buried contact storage tank Murphy crews had to work from a cramped inlet chamber classified as a confined space
Courtesy J. Murphy & Sons Limited

Automation
Control of the original water treatment works had been largely 
manual, demanding permanent on-site sta�. This is now no longer 
needed, with electrical and mechanical subcontractor EPS Ireland 
installing a state-of-the-art fully automated £250,000 motor control 
centre.

With only occasional on-site checking required, every operation 
from recording the levels of boreholes, chemical dosing and pipe 
�ow, to pump outputs and e�ciency, is monitored by South East 
Water engineers from the company’s Snodland headquarters 23km 
away.

Environmental control
Before work started at this semi-rural site, an extensive ecological 
survey revealed the likely presence of several protected wildlife 
species. Evidence of great crested newts, slow worms, grass 

snakes and lizards was identi�ed and it was known Pipistrelle bats 
frequented several of the site’s old buildings. The entire construction 
area was enclosed by purpose-designed newt fencing and three 
bat boxes have been built into the new pump station building.

Conclusion
The refurbished Cramptons Road Water Treatment Works became 
fully operational in October 2013 and is now one of SEW’s most 
technically advanced water treatment works. 

It performs a crucial role in ensuring the quality and reliability of the 
company’s supply of 565Ml/d of potable water a day to a population 
of 2.1 million in surrounding counties.

The Editor & Publishers would like to thank David Hayward, a 
technical journalist commissioned by J. Murphy & Sons Limited, for 
providing the above article for publication.


